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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4,6,18-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Martin Meckesheimer (Pub. No.: US 2005/01 62396 A1 ). 

As to claim 1 , Meckesheimer teaches a method performed by a wireless data 
input device, comprising a wireless receiving device and a wireless transmitting device, 
wherein the wireless transmitting device (see fig. 1 A - transmitter 1 1 ), and comprises a 
microcontroller (see [0049] "a controller may be coupled to the transmitter for generating 
the signal 50"), the method comprising: generating an identification code at the 
microcontroller without reading the identification code from any memory, the 
identification code identifying the wireless transmitting device (see [0027] - "the 
identification code 15 may have a generic device descriptive identity, a user specified 
identity, a unique identity, or any other type of identity known to a skilled person in the 
art" and [0049] "a controller may be coupled to the transmitter for generating the signal 
50, wherein the signal 50 comprises one or more identification codes"); sending at least 
one packet from the wireless transmitting device to the wireless receiving device 
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wherein the at least one packet comprises the identification code generated by the 
microcontroller (see [0049]); receiving at least the at least one packet at the wireless 
receiving device (see fig. 1 A - receiver 13); for each packet received by the wireless 
receiving device, determining whether the received packet comprises the identification 
code (see [0029] "the electronic updateable static display a customer specific message 
when a portion of the received signal matches the identification code 15 of the placard 
10" - note that it would be obvious to determine if the received packet comprises the 
identification code since the identification code transmitted must match the identification 
code of the placard in order to display the message); if the received packet comprises 
the identification code, recognizing the received packet as having been transmitted by 
the wireless transmitting device (see [0029]); and if the received packet does not 
comprise the identification code, ignoring the received packet (see [0029] - note that it 
would be obvious because if the id code does not match that of the placard then no 
message would be displayed and therefore ignored if there is no id code). 

As to claim 23, Meckesheimer teaches a wireless system comprising: a 
computing device; a wireless receiving device connected to the computing device (see 
fig. 1A - receiver 13), and configured to receive data packets wirelessly, the wireless 
receiving device being further configured to communicate at least a portion of the data 
in the received data packets to the computing device (see [0029]); and a wireless 
transmitting device comprising a microcontroller (see fig 1 A and [0049] "a controller may 
be coupled to the transmitter for generating the signal 50"), configured to generate an 
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identification code without having first read the identification code from any memory , 
the identification code identifying the wireless transmitting device (see [0027] - "the 
identification code 15 may have a generic device descriptive identity, a user specified 
identity, a unique identity, or any other type of identity known to a skilled person in the 
art" and [0049] "a controller may be coupled to the transmitter for generating the signal 
50, wherein the signal 50 comprises one or more identification codes"), wherein when 
the wireless transmitting device is operated, the wireless transmitting device transmits 
user input data to the wireless receiving device in one or more data packets also 
comprising the identification code, the computing device is further operable to recognize 
data packets received by the wireless receiving device comprising the identification 
code as having been transmitted by the wireless transmitting device (see [0029] "the 
electronic updateable static display a customer specific message when a portion of the 
received signal matches the identification code 15 of the placard 10" - note that it would 
be obvious to determine if the received packet comprises the identification code since 
the identification code transmitted must match the identification code of the placard in 
order to display the message), and the computing device is further operable to ignore 
data packets received by the wireless receiving device not comprising the identification 
code (see [0029] - note that it would be obvious because if the id code does not match 
that of the placard then no message would be displayed and therefore ignored if there is 
no id code). 
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As to claim 2, Meckesheimer teaches the method of claim 1 (see above 
rejection), further comprising: connecting the wireless receiving device to a computer 
having a display device; and if the received packet comprises the identification code, 
displaying a message on the display device indicating that the wireless receiving device 
is receiving normally (see [0029]). 

As to claim 3, Meckesheimer teaches the method of claim 1 (see above 
rejection), wherein the wireless transmitting device is a user operated portion of one of a 
wireless mouse, a wireless keyboard, a wireless joy stick, or a wireless pointing device 
(note Examiner is taking Official notice that it is well known in the art for wireless 
transmitting devices to be one of a wireless mouse, a wireless keyboard, a wireless joy 
stick, or a wireless pointing device).. 

As to claim 4, Meckesheimer teaches the method of claim 1 (see above 
rejection), wherein the wireless receiving device is a wireless receiver for one of a 
wireless mouse, a wireless keyboard, a wireless joy stick, or a wireless pointing device 
(note since Examiner is taking Official notice that it is well known in the art for wireless 
transmitting devices to be one of a wireless mouse, a wireless keyboard, a wireless joy 
stick, or a wireless pointing device, it would then follow that the receiving device is a 
receiver of one of the transmitting devices). 
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As to claim 6, Meckesheimer teaches the method of claim 1 (see above 
rejection), wherein the wireless receiving device comprises a non-volatile memory, and 
the method further comprises: storing the identification code in the non-volatile memory 
of the wireless receiving device (see [0027] and fig. 1A- memory 18, receiver 13, and 
ID code 15 - note that Examiner is taking Official Notice that it is common and well 
known in the art for a wireless receiving device to have non-volatile memory for storing 
data). 

As to claim 18, Meckesheimer teaches the method of claim 6 (see above 
rejection), wherein determining whether the received packet comprises the identification 
code comprises: obtaining the identification code of the received packet; reading the 
identification code from the non-volatile memory; comparing the identification code of 
the received packet to the identification code read from the non-volatile memory; and 
determining the received packet comprises the identification code when the 
identification code of the received packet is identical to the identification code read from 
the non-volatile memory of the wireless receiving device (see [0029] "the electronic 
updateable static display a customer specific message when a portion of the received 
signal matches the identification code 15 of the placard 10" - note that it would be 
obvious to determine if the received packet comprises the identification code since the 
identification code transmitted must match the identification code of the placard in order 
to display the message). 
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As to claim 19, Meckesheimer teaches the method of claim 18 (see above 
rejection), further comprising: when the wireless transmitting device is first set up, 
sending an initial packet from the wireless transmitting device to the wireless receiving 
device, wherein the initial packet comprises the identification code (see fig. 1A and 
[0027] - note that it is obvious for this transmission of id codes would be performed 
when set up occurs). 

As to claim 20, Meckesheimer teaches the method of claim 19 (see above 
rejection), wherein the sending of the initial packet from the wireless transmitting device 
is triggered by inserting batteries into the wireless transmitting device (see [0030] - "the 
power source 17 may be capable of augmenting the capacitor 14 to supply the 
necessary power for updating, changing, clearing, or resetting the display" and "the 
power source 17 may be a battery"). 

As to claim 21 , Meckesheimer teaches the method of claim 1 (see above 
rejection), wherein the received packet comprises device displacement information, and 
the method further comprises: if the received packet comprises the identification code, 
processing the device displacement information contained in the received packet (see 
[0029] - note that when the id codes match, the message is displayed and it would be 
obvious that any other information transmitted would be processed if the id codes 
matched). 
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As to claim 22, Meckesheimer teaches the method of claim 1 (see above 
rejection), wherein the received packet comprises key press information, and the 
method further comprises: if the received packet comprises the identification code, 
processing the key press information contained in the received packet (see [0029] - 
note that when the id codes match, the message is displayed and it would be obvious 
that any other information transmitted would be processed if the id codes matched). 

As to claim 24, Meckesheimer teaches the wireless system of claim 23 (see 
above rejection), wherein the computing device determines the wireless receiving 
device is operating normally when the wireless receiving device receives a first packet 
comprising the identification code generated by the microcontroller (see fig 1A and 
[0029] note that if the information is displayed , this is an indication that the wireless 
receiving device is operating normally). 

As to claim 25, Meckesheimer teaches the wireless system of claim 24 (see 
above rejection), wherein the computing device comprises a display and is further 
operable to display a message indicating whether the wireless receiving device is 
operating normally (see fig 1A and [0029] note that if the information is displayed , this 
is an indication that the wireless receiving device is operating normally). 

As to claim 26, Meckesheimer teaches the wireless system of claim 24 (see 
above rejection), wherein when the wireless transmitting device is first set up for use, 
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the wireless transmitting device transmits an initial packet to the wireless receiving 
device comprising the identification code (see fig. 1A and [0027] - note that it is obvious 
for this transmission of id codes would be performed when set up occurs). 

As to claim 27, Meckesheimer teaches the wireless system of claim 23 (see 
above rejection), wherein the wireless transmitting device is a user operated portion of 
one of a wireless mouse, a wireless keyboard, a wireless joy stick, or a wireless pointing 
device, and the wireless receiving device is a wireless receiver for the one of the 
wireless mouse, the wireless keyboard, the wireless joy stick, or the wireless pointing 
device (note Examiner is taking Official notice that it is well known in the art for wireless 
transmitting devices to be one of a wireless mouse, a wireless keyboard, a wireless joy 
stick, or a wireless pointing device and it would then follow that the receiving device is a 
receiver of one of the transmitting devices). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 2/1 0/1 0 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

4. Applicant argues that "nothing in claim 18 or paragraph 51 of Meckesheimer et 
al. supports the argument that the controller generates the identification code without 
first reading it from memory". 
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Examiner disagrees. Examiner points to claim 18 of Meckesheimer "a controller 
coupled to the transmitter for generating the signal, wherein the signal comprises one or 
more identification codes, each identification code being associated with one of the 
plurality of placards, each identification code having associated with it a customer 
specific message". From this claim and [0051], it is obvious that the information of "a 
customer specific message associated with each of the placard identification codes" is 
from a database, not that the identification codes themselves are from the database. 
Therefore, Meckesheimer is still cited for the teaching of the limitation of claim 1 
"generating an identification code at the microcontroller without reading the identification 
code from any memory" (see [0049], [0051], and claim 18). 

5. Applicant argues that "At pages 2-3, the Office Action asserts that the transmitter 
1 1 of Meckesheimer et al. corresponds to the wireless transmitting device recited in the 
claims and the receiver 13 of Meckesheimer et al. corresponds to the wireless receiving 
device recited in the claims. Thus, in Meckesheimer et al., the placard identification 
codes identify the wireless receivinq devices, not the wireless transmitting device as 
recited in claims 1 and 23. Meckesheimer et al. discloses in some implementations the 
placards may transmit return signals. However, they do so after having accessed the 
identification code 15 stored in memory, (see page 5, paragraph 54). Therefore, 
Meckesheimer et al. fails to teach or suggest an identification code identifying a wireless 
transmitting device as recited in the pending claims." 

Examiner disagrees. Paragraph [0027] of Meckesheimer states "the 
identification code 15 may have a generic device descriptive identity, a user specified 
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identity, a unique identity, or any other type of identity known to a skilled person in the 
art", therefore Meckesheimer includes the teaching of an identification code identifying a 
wireless transmitting device. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Patent No.: US 5,854,621; Pub. No.: US 2005/0200594 A1 and 
US 2003/0160767 A1. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JENNIFER ZUBAJLO whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1551 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8 am - 5 
pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amare Mengistu can be reached on (571) 272-7674. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jennifer Zubajlo/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2629 
5/30/10 

/Amare Mengistu/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



